
 

 

Subject: History -  Understanding the World  Year: Reception  
  
Spring 1: Light and dark/Space 
 

To begin this unit, the children should have already learnt:  
  
To know that space is very far away and can only be reached by a rocket. 
 

The learning in this unit will prepare the children to learn these things in 
the future:  
  
Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally 

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national 
and international achievements. 

 

Key Enquiry Question  

  
What is it like in space? 
  

The Big Idea:   

  

To explore the world around me 

To achieve ARE, pupils will need to be secure in the following knowledge:  

  

By the end of this unit, children will know:  
  

 That the first person to land on the moon was Neil 
Armstrong 
 

By the end of this unit, children will be able to:  

 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling 
 
 

 

Vocabulary:  
  
Neil Armstrong 
Moon 
 

 

Resources including books:  
  
BBC Bitesize 
Neil Armstrong (Little people, big dreams) book  

 

 

 



 

 

Subject: History -  Understanding the World  Year: Reception  
  
Spring 2 : Places / Travel 
To begin this unit, the children should have already learnt:  
  
There are different types of transport. 

 

  

The learning in this unit will prepare the children to learn these things in 
the future:  
  
To learn about changes within living memory 
To learn about significant historical events, people and places  
.  
  

 

Key Enquiry Question  
  
How can we get there? 
  

The Big Idea:   
  
Exploring the natural world around us 

To achieve ARE, pupils will need to be secure in the following knowledge:  

  

By the end of this unit, children will know:  
  

 Some of the differences between transport now and in 
the past 

 That the Wright brothers created the first self-powered 
flying machine 
 

By the end of this unit, children will be able to:  

 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered through books and story telling 

 Compare and contrast objects from the past sharing similarities and 
differences  

Vocabulary:  
  
Aeroplane 
Transport 
 

 

Resources including books:  
  
 Who helped flight take off? (The Wright Brothers BBC Bitesize) 
The wonder of wings (BBC Bitesize) 
Amazing Aeroplanes by Tony Mitton 

 


