
 

 

Supporting Dyslexic Learners at 

Ludham Primary School and Nursery 

At our school, we are committed to providing an inclusive environment that 

meets the diverse needs of all learners. To support dyslexic learners effectively 

and consistently, we implement a range of practical and easy-to-use 

strategies as part of our broader Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

(SEND) framework. 

The overriding message from evidence-based research is that teachers 

should prioritise familiar yet powerful strategies, to support their pupils with 

SEND, rather than viewing SEND as a specific and distinct issue. Searching for 

a ‘magic bullet’ can distract teachers from the powerful strategies they often 

already possess. At Ludham Primary School and Nursery, our staff work hard 

to understand the needs of individual pupils and weave specific approaches 

into every-day, high-quality classroom teaching. 

To ensure that dyslexic learners have the best possible opportunities to 

succeed, we focus on several key approaches. 

Use of Visual Aids 

We employ visual aids such as pictures, diagrams, charts, and colour-coded 

materials to enhance comprehension. For instance, different colours may be 

used to represent various types of information—blue for nouns and red for 

verbs—facilitating better organisation of thoughts. 

Clear Instructions 

We give verbal and written instructions in short, simple sentences and 

regularly check students’ understanding. By asking learners to repeat 

instructions in their own words, we can ensure clarity and promote effective 

learning. 

 



Tasks Broken into Smaller Chunks 

Longer tasks are divided into manageable sections, allowing students to 

focus on one element at a time. Frequent breaks are incorporated to help 

maintain concentration and to mitigate feelings of overwhelm. 

Use of Assistive Technology 

We provide assistive technology as needed, including text-to-speech and 

speech-to-text software. These tools aid students in decoding words and 

expressing their thoughts without the frustration associated with traditional 

writing. 

Extra Time 

To allow for careful processing and reduce pressure, we grant extended time 

for reading and writing tasks. This ensures that dyslexic learners can engage 

with the material meaningfully. 

Multisensory Learning 

We embrace kinaesthetic methods, engaging children through movement—

such as finger tracing or sandpit letters—alongside auditory elements like 

rhymes and songs that reinforce language rules. 

Use of Graphic/Knowledge Organisers 

Graphic organisers, such as mind maps or flowcharts, help learners visually 

organise their thoughts. Additionally, storyboards and templates support 

students in structuring their writing creatively. 

Phonics-Based Interventions 

Our consistent, targeted phonics programme—Read Write Inc.—provides 

explicit instruction in phonics. Regular reviews and practice reinforce essential 

skills and understanding. 

Reduce the Need for Writing 

To offer alternative modes of expression, we encourage oral presentations or 

recordings instead of traditional writing when suitable. Word banks and 

writing frames are also provided to assist students in their written tasks. 

Positive Reinforcement 

We celebrate progress rather than perfection, recognising small victories to 

build confidence. Acknowledging effort and persistence helps foster a 

growth mindset among learners. 

Peer Support and Collaborative Learning 

Dyslexic learners are paired with supportive peers in a buddy system, 

promoting group work and reading sessions. This collaborative approach 

nurtures a sense of community and shared learning. 

Teaching of Organisational Skills 

Visual timetables and reading records are utilised to help students manage 



their time effectively. Consistent routines provide clarity and predictability, 

reducing anxiety during transitions. 

Clear and Consistent Feedback 

Providing immediate and constructive feedback is vital. Specific and 

actionable comments focus on strengths and areas for development, 

empowering children to recognise their capabilities. 

These strategies are embedded within our overall policy and school ethos for 

SEND children, ensuring that dyslexic learners receive continuous support. We 

are dedicated to fostering inclusivity, independence, and a positive learning 

environment for all our students, so they may thrive both academically and 

personally. 

For more information on how we support children with dyslexia and children 

with Special Educational needs, please visit the EEF’s guidance:  

 Five-a-day-poster_1.1.pdf  

  Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools | EEF 

 Special Educational Needs in Mainstream Schools—Recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Five a day’-  Education Endowment Foundation, 2020 
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https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/send/Five-a-day-poster_1.1.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/production/eef-guidance-reports/send/EEF_Special_Educational_Needs_in_Mainstream_Schools_Recommendations_Poster.pdf?v=1729585333

